BEST PRACTICES FOR PUBLIC ENTITY USE OF DRONES
For public entity owned and operated drones, develop a plan for use, including:

· Maintenance and inspection of drones (including documentation of battery cycles, propeller changes, etc.),
· Record/document operations (logging flight plans),
· Obtaining permission to go on property or providing advance  notice to prevent trespass or privacy violations,
· Storage and/or maintenance of any collected information,
· Guidelines for recovering fallen drones
· Maintenance and inspection of drones (including documentation of battery cycles, propeller changes, etc.),
· Record/document operations (logging flight plans),
· Obtaining permission to go on property or providing advance  notice to prevent trespass or privacy violations,
· Storage and/or maintenance of any collected information,
· Guidelines for recovering fallen drones

For a public entity that contracts for use of a drone owned and operated by a third party
· Ensure the third party has a certified operator (if drone less  than 55 pounds)
· Ensure the third party has a qualified operator and a  Section 333 exemption that encompasses the intended  operation (if drone is over 55 pounds)
· Confirm that the public entity’s operation fits within the  third party’s Section 333 exemption (if drone is over 55  pounds)
· Ensure insurance coverage/indemnity for any drone  accident or incident that may result in liability
· Be wary of accepting volunteer services

If you have questions or comments, please feel free to call Underwriting at (916) 786-5742.








Procuring ACWA JPIA Coverage.  
Information needed to procure property and general liability coverage including:
· UAV/Drone Data: model/year built
· Manufacturer
· Value
· UAV launch method, e.g., airport runway, catapult,  roads, field, vertical takeoff, etc.
· How is aircraft controlled, e.g., no pilot, ground-based
· pilot, etc.
· Proposed use of aircraft
· Area of proposed operations

Other Risk Management Considerations
· Establishing a drone utilization policy
· Documenting Operator(s) training, qualification and experience
· Intended use
· Interaction between operator & observer
· Weather & environmental issues
· Video capabilities
· Ensuring drone airworthiness - pre & post flight checks
· Drone maintenance

If you have questions or comments, please feel free to call Underwriting at (916) 786-5742.
